
 

Recommendations for Handling Milliken Napery Fabrics with Finishing Equipment 

Basic Requirements:  

1. Equipment must be free of burrs and sharp edges. 

2. Washing equipment should have properly functioning water level and temperature controls. 

3. Follow normal extraction procedures on cool (90°-100°F) linens.* 

4. Cleaning and waxing of ironer chest and maintenance of roll pads and covers should comply with ironer 

manufacturer’s recommendations.  Maintain chest temperature between 315º F and 350º F on gas, steam, 

electric, and thermal fluid ironers. 

5. Chemical feed systems must be functioning properly. 

*Polyester Spun fabrics will retain more moisture and may require longer extract/drying time. 

Processing Requirements: 

1. Before placing new linen into service it should be washed separately to remove manufacturing residual 

dyes.  Darker shades should be washed separately several times. 

2. Shade groups such as darks, mediums and lights should be washed separately.  To avoid color 

contamination, red colors should always be washed separately.  For further information on shade 

groupings, click here. 

3. Milliken Napery Fabrics should be washed separately from 100% Cotton and Poly/Cotton blends to avoid 

contamination from lint and ensure proper cleaning.  

4. Wash formula and wash chemicals should be appropriate for type and amount of soil to be removed.* 

5. Surfactants are recommended in the break cycle. 

6. Use of complex phosphates along with silicated alkalis is recommended where permitted by law. 

7. Soaps of animal or vegetable fats should be avoided. 

8. Bleaches should not be used on colored Milliken napery. 

9. White Milliken Napery should receive antichlor treatment after hypochlorite or other chlorine bleaching. 

10. For good mechanical action, load wash wheel: Full Drop – 90%, Split Pocket – 75%, Y - Pocket – 65%. 11.  

Softeners and waxes must not be used with Milliken napery, as these will mask the absorbency of the fabric. 

11. Adequate rinsing to remove residual chemicals is necessary to ensure maximum fabric life and color 

retention. 

*Additional chemicals and/or time may be required for spun polyester. 

Processing Requirements for Gingham Checks: 

1. All requirements as stated above. 

2. Checks must be washed separately from all other linen products to prevent color transfer from other 

products.  Different colors of checks may be washed together after several washes. 


